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SUBJECT: Discussion with Ambassador Bunker, 24 January 


1. I briefed the ambassador on Operation Niagara, which involved phase I 
reconnaissance and phase II firepower. I reported to him that the fire¬ 
power phase had started and I thought we had located and inflicted great 
damage on the control headquarters in Laos, which could conceivably be 
manned by Giap, or at least his representative. 

2. The tanks had appeared when DV-33 was attacked at Lang Vei. 

3. I've asked for additional B-52 strikes, which I am getting. 

4. I'm very concerned about the Tet cease-fire and hope that the whole 
matter could be called off. With the permission of the ambassador, I 
will talk to Thieu about it. As a minimum, we cannot afford a cease¬ 
fire in the I Corps area. The ambassador gave me permission to discuss 
this matter with Thieu, which I subsequently did. 

5. We've developed plans for an amphibious feint north of the DMZ, with 
the hope that this would serve to pin down enemy forces. Planning is 
proceeding, but authority has not been given. The weather will not per¬ 
mit an amphibious operation until after the first of April, so such a 
feint would hardly be credible before that time (this proposal was subse¬ 
quently disapproved). 
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